
Quinault Indian Nation

Issues, Challenges & Successes





RTPO Involvement

The Nation is 

located within 2 

RTPOs.



Tribal Planning Process



Tribal Priority List

Derived from recommended TIP in the Transportation Plan.

Prioritized by the Business Committee.

IRR TIP

Financially constrained Tribal Priority list

Covers 4 year period

Updated every 4 years

Must be an approved IRR Road

May include (USC 23(sec. 133): 

Roads, Acquisition, or Capital costs (operation, monitoring 

and transit)

Forwarded to State for attachment to the State TIP (STIP)

Transportation Plan

to be updated every 5 years

focuses on public transportation’s safe and efficient movement of people on a multi-

modal system

One section should address future Transportation Improvement Projects (TIP)

One section should focus on Indian Reservation Road Inventory– proposed 

submissions and changes.



Tribal Priority List



Surface Transportation Program



Surface Transportation Program

•How does this project benefit your regional transportation system? 

•Does this project improve connections to transportation corridors within your 

community or to neighboring communities?  

•Does it improve area-wide circulation?  Does it improve safety?)

•Describe how this project encourages your multimodal connections & 

accessibility. 

•Does the project facilitate/encourage access to pedestrian pathways, high 

density housing centers, and/or public centers such as schools, childcare and 

medical facilities etc.?  

•Does it facilitate/encourage bicycle travel?  

•Does it facilitate or improve transit access?  

•Does it improve freight or rail access?

•Describe how this project facilitates the regional economy, safety and/or 

efficiency in the movement of freight. 

•Supports, provides direct benefit to, or removes impediments to: 

•the movement of freight via truck or rail

•access to or development of economic and/or employment centers and tourist 

destinations



Surface Transportation Program

Washington State Priorities and Tribal Priorities 

do NOT always align

Regionally allocated by Grays Harbor 

Council of Governments which focuses 

on State related issues

Difficult to compete against non-tribal 

entities due to remote location



Future Projects











Tribal Highway



Quinault Indian Nation

Tribal Transit

Successes





Bus Layout



Weekday Service



Saturday Service



Taholah 

Service



In Conclusion

• Issues & Challenges

– Being located within 2 RTPOs

– Tribal Planning Process involves a disconnect 

between Tribal TIP and STIP

– Difficulty competing for STP funds

• Success

– QIN Transit launching August 2010


